
EXTRA CREDIT: The Egyptian and Tunisian Movements and the Role of Social Media 

 

Due: Monday, February 7
th

  

 

During week four we studied mass media and looked specifically at the role of social media in politics 

and social movements.  Over the last several weeks significant political movements have arisen across 

the Arab world, but with particular power in Tunisia and Egypt.  The result of these movements has 

already been to depose the sitting president of Tunisia and to force the Egyptian president to not seek a 

further term in office.  The end result of these movements both in these countries and across the region 

are far from clear and they will continue to develop over the coming weeks and months. 

 

These movements are credited to have begun with the self immolation of a young Tunisian man in the 

month of December.  Variously credited with having either a high school or college education he was 

unable to find work and was selling vegetables on the streets to get by.  In December the police 

confiscated his minimal equipment because he lacked the proper permit.  This left him without any 

means to provide even the most meager livelihood for himself and he chose to commit suicide by 

lighting himself on fire.  Outrage at this event is then described as having unleashed pent up anger 

across the country that was directed both against the authoritarian government and the poor economic 

situation. 

 

For this assignment I want you to explore and read accountings of either the initial Tunisia protests or 

their subsequent spread throughout the region, particularly those in Egypt.  I want you to focus your 

attention on descriptions about the use of the internet and social media in spreading information and 

coordinating the escalating protests.  You may also choose to explore content or calls to action on 

various social networks.  Should you know people familiar with these events you may also talk to 

friends, family, etc. to get their opinion about these issues.  In a short paper (roughly 1-2 pages) connect 

these events to our discussion and readings from week 4.  Include the articles that you read at the 

bottom of the paper. 

 

For this assignment you will be given up 3 extra points that will be added to your discussion 

question/response and/or reading journal grade.  This constitutes just over 10% of the points available 

in those two categories.  These points will be added to those areas where you they will most improve 

your grade.  If you have missed readings or discussion questions/responses this is an excellent 

opportunity to make up some of this credit. 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/11/world/africa/11tunisia.html?_r=2

