
Reflective Writing #7
Due Monday 11/22

You may use these writing prompts in a variety of ways.  You may choose to answer only one of the prompts.  
This may also mean that you choose to focus on one part of the prompt.  It is not necessary to address every
question posed; these are meant to spark thought and give direction.  You may also choose to answer several of 
the prompts either separately or together.  Please indicate which prompt(s) you are responding to at the top of 
your paper or throughout the paper as you begin to address a different prompt.  Please include only the number, 
do not repeat the prompt.

The goal of these papers is to reflect upon the ideas presented in the course and to think critically about popular 
culture.  It is highly encouraged to introduce and analyze popular culture from your life wherever appropriate.  
Also feel free to include new perspectives on cultural experiences from your past or present or thoughts you 
have as you observe culture both on and off campus.

Readings for this week:

Collins, S. (2008) “Making the Most out of 15 Minutes: Reality TV’s Dispensable Celebrity.” Television and 
New Media. 9:2, 87-110.
http://tvn.sagepub.com/content/9/2.toc

Stefanone, M., Lackaff, D. & Rosen, D. (2010) “The Relationship between Traditional Mass Media and ‘Social 
Media’: Reality Television as a Model for Social Network Site Behavior.” Journal of Broadcasting and 
Electronic Media. 54:3, 508-525.
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~db=all~content=g926280536 – The article is the last one listed under 
“original articles”.  If your academic background does not prepare you to understand the methodological
explanation of the study, beginning on page 514, you may skip this section; however, make sure to continue 
reading the discussion of the findings, beginning on page 520.

Vaidhyanathan, S. (2010) “Naked in the ‘Nonopticon’.” The Chronicle of Higher Education. 54:23.
http://chronicle.com/article/Naked-in-the-Nonopticon/6197/

Glass, I. (Executive Producer). (2010, September 10). “Right to Remain Silent.” This American Life. Chicago: 
Chicago Public Media.
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/414/right-to-remain-silent - Act one only.

Greenfield, S. (2008). Debate in the House of Lords.  Retrieved November 9, 2010, from 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212-0010.htm. –  Read only the section 
where Baroness Greenfield is speaking, which is marked by her name.

Stein, J. (2010, May 28). College Students May be Lacking in Empathy, Study Finds [Electronic Version]. The 
Los Angeles Times Blog. Retrieved November 15, 2010 from http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/booster_shots
/2010/05/college-students-less-empathy-study.html

Writing Prompts:

(1) What are your thoughts on Collins’ analysis of the political economy of celebrity?  How do you see 
celebrity culture evolving from traditional celebrities to reality TV celebrities?  What about the relatively 
recent evolution of internet celebrities (which the author does not discuss), which range from Tron Guy or 
the Star Wars Kid to Justin Bieber (who got his start on YouTube)?  Think of the links between celebrity 
and previous course concepts and make connections where appropriate.



(2) The article by Stefanone, Lackaff and Rosen argues that the advent of reality television and Web 2.0 shifted 
individuals’ views of their role in the media environment such that, 

“Rather than simply being targeted by mediated messages, they can see themselves as protagonists of mediated 
narratives who actively integrate themselves into a complex media ecosystem.  The media tools and strategies 
employed by celebrities and their handlers – airbrushed photos, carefully coordinated social interactions, strategic 
selection, and entourage maintenance – are now in a sense available to everyone, and increasingly are employed 
in everyday interpersonal interaction.”

How do you evaluate this claim in light of your experience?  How do you and your peers use social 
networking sites?  Do you notice differences in usage between those that are younger or older than you?  If 
you agree that there is something to this trend what do you see as it’s positive or negative effects?

(3) What is your response to the ideas and arguments presented in this week’s readings about Facebook?  What 
do you think the individual and social effects of this and related social media are on today’s youth?  Do 
young people think about or question what impact these new technologies might be having?  Do they think 
about the potential consequences of them (such as privacy concerns)?  If not, why not?  Should we be 
asking these questions?


