
Reflective Writing #4 
Due Monday 10/25 
 
You may use these writing prompts in a variety of ways.  You may choose to answer only one of the prompts.  
This may also mean that you choose to focus on one part of the prompt.  It is not necessary to address every 
question posed; these are meant to spark thought and give direction.  You may also choose to answer several 
of the prompts either separately or together.  Please indicate which prompt(s) you are responding to at the 
top of your paper or throughout the paper as you begin to address a different prompt.  Please include only the 
number, do not repeat the prompt. 
 
The goal of these papers is to reflect upon the ideas presented in the course and to think critically about 
popular culture.  It is highly encouraged to introduce and analyze popular culture from your life wherever 
appropriate.  Also feel free to include new perspectives on cultural experiences from your past or present or 
thoughts you have as you observe culture both on and off campus. 
 
Readings for this week: 
 
Sturken, M. and Cartwright, L. Practices of Looking: An Introduction to Visual Culture.  Chapter 5 (151-186). 

 

Barry, Ellen.  (2009, April 7). Protests in Moldova Explode, with Help of Twitter. [Electronic version]. New 

York Times.  Retrieved on October 20, 2010, from http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/08/world/ 

europe/08moldova.html 

 

Stone, Brand and Cohen, Noam.  (2009, June 15). Social Networks Spread Defiance Online. [Electronic 

version]. New York Times.  Retrieved on October 20, 2010, from http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/16/world/ 

middleeast/16media.html. 

 

Cohen, Noam.  (2009, June 20). Twitter on the Barricades: Six Lessons Learned. [Electronic version]. New York 

Times.  Retrieved on October 20, 2010, from http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/21/weekinreview/ 

21cohenweb.html. 

 

Goodman, Amy.  (2009, October 6).  Twitter Crackdown: NYC Activist Arrested for Using Social Networking 

Site during G-20 Protests in Pittsburgh. [Electronic version]. Democracy Now!. Retrieved on October 20, 2010, 

from http://www.democracynow.org/2009/10/6/twitter_crackdown_nyc_activist_arrested_for. 

 

Esfandiari, Golnaz.  (2010, June 7). The Twitter Devolution. [Electronic version]. Foreign Policy.  Retrieved on 

October 20, 2010, from http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/06/07/the_twitter_revolution_that_wasnt. 

 

Film:  Network – Available on reserve at the library and from numerous other sources 

 
Writing Prompts: 
 
(1) The book presents the distinction between broadcast media and narrowcast media.  They suggest that the 

increasingly narrowcast trends in mass media might be, “tools of further alienation, confining people to 
their on-line and screen worlds where they engage in confined spheres of dialogue with like-minded 
people.”  Discuss your thoughts on this statement using the additional concept of the public sphere.  How 
does narrowcasting affect our ability to have a functioning public sphere?  Do you see trends in current 
affairs that suggest individuals seek information only from sources that confirm their world view? 
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(2) The film Network connects to a variety of course concepts.  Discuss the film in the context of the concepts 
explored in this week’s reading, particularly those of representation, spectacle, the culture industry, the 
public sphere and the democratic potential.  Also feel free to discuss the prescient representation of 
contemporary media trends in the film.  

 
(3) The book discusses the concept of the democratic potential of mass media.  This concept stands as a more 

optimistic reading than that of the culture industry perspective.  The readings about social networking 
discuss a potential source of this democratic potential in contemporary mass media.  Do you see a 
democratic potential within the mass media?  What do you think of the recent use of Twitter and 
Facebook to support or mobilize political movements?  Are these social networking tools used in similar 
ways in the United States? 

 


